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Vor, XXXI.—No. 1574. 


WEDNESDAY, 


THE OLYMPIC THEATRE. 


Dickens and Tennyson! ‘ David Copper- 
field” dramatised and the “The Princess ” 
burlesqued! Surely to the lovers of the 
Laureate, and of the most popular novelists of 
the age this double treat must prove irresistible. 
We are not precisely in love with, although we 
admire in reason, great men’s works, and, from 
principle, we visited this theatre last weck, and 
now jot down our impressions, without, for an 
instant expecting the reader to share them, for, 
on reflection, they might be thought barbarous 
and unorthodox. What is the reason that 
Dickens is 80 much admired ? it cannot because 
he sketches all his characters from nature. 
Who ever saw such an enormity as Micawber ? 
Where, out of the domain of ophiology and 
monstrosity exists such a wriggler and rascal as 
Uriah Heep? Is so thoroughly good an indi- 
vidual as Ham to be found amongst the sea- 
faring population of Yarmouth, “or any other 
place”? Is Betsy Frotwood a fair sample of 
an old maid? To us these characters are 
caricatures. Clever, doubtless, but untrue. 
Give us Thackeray ; he painted his men and 
women as he found them in real life. We feel 
that we have shaken hands with them at some 
period of our existence. We are ingenuous 
enough to admire the men who drew their in- 
spirations at Nature’s fount. We like Fielding, 
Goldsmith, and Richardson; we are weak 
enough to avow a sneaking partiality for a 
certain neglected dramatist who was born on 
the banks of the Avon. But what of that? this 
may be vitiated taste. Of course the public 
are the best judges, and if they will have 
Sheridan’s people dressed in broadcloth and 
turn-down collars, aud won't have Shakespeare 
in any dress, what right have we to grumble ? 
Yet we took up our “ Pickwick ” the other 
evening, anticipating a delightful ‘hour’s’ read, 
but actually grew a-weary of it after two or 
three chapters, and laid aside the book. 
Horrible depravity, is it not ? 

Although we are not amongst those entho- 


1870. 
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read, and who purchase a villa at Haslemere in 
hopes of getting a peep at the Laureate when- 
ever he takes his walks abroad, we like them 
both in moderation at home, but not at all on 
the stage. 

Mr Halliday’s adaptation, “ Little Em’ly,” is 
no doubt attractive, but it is deficient in interest; 
it is too diffuse ; there are too many characters 
jostling one another ;the piece is wanting in 
homogendeousness; it is rather a series of 
detached scenes from the novel, serving as the 
vehicles for clever character-acting than a com- 
plete drama. Mr Rowe’s Micawber is a gem 
in its way, and is likely to be one of the great 
hits of the day. Emery is the only man on the 
stage that could give such a life-like portrait of 
Pegotty, and we question whether a_ better 
Uriah than H. Irving could be found anywhere. 
Martha and Rosa Dartle are very powerfully 
represented by Misses Reinhardt and Fanny 
Addison, and Miss Patti Joseph acts Little 
Em’ly with true feeling. Mrs Poynter makes a 
finished sketch of Betsy Frotwood ; indeed, all 
the parts are satisfactorily filled, and the 
scenery is beautifully painted. The views of 
Yarmouth, and Canterbury Cathedral, are 
clever pictures, and the wreck of the Rosa, with 
an effect of lightning, more vivid even than 
Heaven’s own dart, is splendidly managed. 

The whimsical allegory on Tennyson’s poem, 
is enacted almost exclusively by girls; there is 
a superabundance of gay, fanciful dresses, and 
smart scientific instruments, of ideal scenery 
and burlesque singing, but a plentiful lack of 
wit in this. extravaganza, which a crowded 
audience appeared to enjoy intensely. When 
will these mzrodolant exhibitions .cease to be 
ifoisted upon a feeble-minded public? 





GAMMA. 


- ->——-——- 


THE seventeenth annual subscription ball, 
under the direction of Mr J. T. Heale, is an- 
nounced to take place at Myddelton Hall, 
Islington, on Valentine’s night ; the select 
character of the assemblage, has gained for it 





siasts who give a guinea to hear Mr Dickeng| very hearty support. 
3 











42 


THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL 








STORE STREET CONCERT ROOMS. 

On Monday, the 31st ult., a concert took 
place at these rooms, by a number of young 
gentlemen styling themselves the ‘ Original 
Crusty Mivstrels,” of course with the intention 
of burlesque. We must give this troupe every 
credit for their exertions to attract an audience, 
their object being to assist various charitable 
institutions; the money collected, whatever 
amount is taken, is most generously handed 
over to the secretary of some well-known insti- 
tution that may require immediate aid ; this, we 
consider to be most creditable to the troupe, aud 
is a praiseworthy example to other clubs; it is 
a source of great recreation to young gentlemen 
who take a part in these amusements, and 
caunot be otherwise than pleasing to their 
friends and the audience who witness their ex- 
ertions, and is highly creditable to the manager. 
We observe by their last programme they have 
altered the name of the troupe, and is to be 
called for the future, the Down South Minstrels. 
The amusements commenced at the appointed 
time, to a crowded and respectable audience. 
The overture and the opening chorus gave great 
satisfaction, and was well received, and promised 
for the future a pleasing evening’s entertain- 
ment. Mr IT. F. Rouse rendered ‘Old Wood 
Pile” with care and judgment, and met with 
applause. ‘The ballad,‘* Meet and Kiss again,” 
by Mr Thorne, was met with a similar com- 
pliment from the audience, and Mr W. J. 
KKouse was very happy in his song, ‘“ The 
Grecian Bend,” which was met by an encore, 
but was not complied with. Mr L. Horton 
gave “Ella Leene” with taste and judgment. 
A quartet by Messrs Wilton, Nolan, Morganti, 
and O’Hara, was very good, the voices har- 
monising very nicely, and was rapturously 
applauded. The second part went off with great 
spirit. Mr Wilton gave the “Napolitaine” very 
well, and Messrs Horton aud W. J. Rouse gave 
a burlesque Sketch, “Hab you seen ’em Twins?” 
very humorously, which caused great laughter ; 
a solo on the harp was well executed by E, 
Dolby, and “ Negro Eccentricities,” by Messrs 
Joho Danby and C, Baxter, afforded great 
amusement. A second quartet by Messrs 
Wilton, Nolan, Morganti, and O’Hara, met 
with very great favour. A burlesque sketch, 
**An Actor Wanted,” by Messrs IT. F. Rouse, 
L. Horton, and W.J.Rose, was much applauded; 
and the whole concluded witha grand Skedaddle 
Chorus. Mr T. F. Rouse was the manager, 
and much credit was due to him and the whole 
troupe, 


———$ 


SADLER’S WELLS, 


We observe that Miss Marriot has been 
induced to play afew nights more before she 
commences her engagements in the provinces. 
On Saturday last the tragedy of “ Macbeth ” 
was most admirably acted, Mr Creswick appear- 
ing as the noble Dane; this gentleman may now 
be considered the first on the role in this 
character ; he has every qualification for the 
part, both in person, voice, and conception ; he 
was much and deservedly applauded throughout 
his performance, avd frequently called before 





the curtain. Miss Marriott appears to be tb 
only actress who can now give a_ powerf 
personification of Lady Macbeth; she is wonde 
fully improved in the character, and sustaine 
it throughout with extraordinary dignity ar 
power. The house was crowded and the pla 
was in every respect well acted and put up 
the stage. 

The favourite drama of Sir Walter Scott’ 
“The Heart of Midlothian,” is extremely wel 
acted, and powerfully cast, and is bringing fv 
audiences. 
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REGENT’S PARK HALL. 

PENNY READINGS, 
ANOTHER of these entertainments was give 
at the above hall on Friday evening last, unde 
the direction of Professor Anstead, M.A. Th 
programme consisted of scenes from the “Gam 


ster,” “Still Waters Run Deep,” and th@pices 
“ Honeymoon;” the characters Werigok gr 
fairly sustained by Messrs — Fiteii-mance 


gerald, Perriam, Frederick, Richards, Sleigh 
and Mrs Hytche. E. Walcot favoured wit 
the humorous song of “ Little Mr Binks,” ; 
also did Mr Woodward, with his “ Ideatic 
Flute,” which seemed to amuse the javenil 
portion of the audience amazingly, The Misse 
Smith, and A. Smith (pupils of Mr Wall) played 
various selections on the pianoforte—thos 
two young ladies are exceedingly clever—whicl 
gained them loud plaudits from a respectabl 
audience, The ball was full. 
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FROM A CORRESPONDENT. 

At a Penny Reading Entertainment at th 
above hall, the members of Mrs Hytche’s Elo 
cution Class again laudably distinguished them 
themselves by the general excellence thef 
evinced in scenes taken from our best standar 
plays, and in meritorious recitations an 
readings. “The Burning of the Knigh 
Templars,” by Mr Wall; ‘* Mary, Queen 4 
Scots, by Mr Bell; and “ Henri Quatre,” } 
Mr Maculey; and were efficiently rendered b 
Mrs Hytche, Mr Perriam, and Mr Thompsor 
scenes from ‘ Macbeth,” ‘* The Gamester, 
“ Still Waters Runs Deep,” and ‘The Hone 
moon,” as to call forth loud demonstrations 0 
approval from a discriminating audience, upo 
Professor Anstead, the chairman, and the lad 
who assisted him, and on Mr Fitzgerald, Mi 
Perriam, Mr Richards, Mr Sleigh, and M 
Hytche. 

ToZ the vocal department; “The Stirry 
Cup,” well sung by Mr Davis; “ The Little M 
Binks,” by Mr Earnest Walcot; “ The Identic 
Flute,’ by Mr Woodward; “The Song 0 
Complaints,” and “ Paddy’s Wedding,” by M 
Fitzgerald; and the “Ten Little Niggers, 
most humorously acted and sung, delighted al 
present. Miss Allebone, Miss Abbott, an 
Miss Clyde also received their meed of applaus 
The neat and admirable manner in which thd 
Duet Fantasia from “ Il Travatore ” was exe 
cuted on the pianoforte by the Misses Smi 
(pupils of Mr Wall) elicited the most raputu 
rous aud deserved approbation. 
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to be tWESHAKSPEARE’S CONTEMPORARIES. | Queene” and the “Arcadia.” Coke was 
powerf THE various companies of players in bis teaching law, Hooker divinity, and the great 
is wonde@l.. had already been richly supplied with | Bacon philosophy as they had never before 
—s agedies and comedies by Sackville, John | been taught. Sir Francis Drake and Sir 
rr y a jeywood, Greene, Nash, Preston, Warner, Walter Raleigh were winning glory for their 
put upomeyby, and Marlow, in whose works some fine | country—and for themselves names which will 
tbursts of poetry may be found. Lord | never be forgotten. 
er Scott(Murrey, in 1557, introduced into our literature It is pleasant to think of our Poet thus 
mely wellfhe use of heroic blank verse, and the drama- | surrounded and companioned, and haviog 


nging fulfs quickly adopted it. 

The stage had now entirely passed out of 
e hands of the priests into the hands of the 
pople, and thus the way was paved for 
akspeare. St. Paul’s singing school was 
en converted into a theatre, and popular 
ays performed there. ‘The boys of this 
hool, those of Westminster, and of the 
hape! Royal, were famous for their sweet 
bices and accomplished acting. Elizabeth 
rs em@™mok great delight in witnessing these per- 


was give 
ist, 


rs Fitrmanees. A number of these boys were 
Is, oe lected and called the ‘‘ Children of the 
Binks Wievels.” They acted at Court and at the 


ackfriars theatre. Some of them—Field, 
nderwood, and others—became celebrated 
tors. ‘There isa distinct allusion to boy- 
ayers and singers in “ Hamlet,” (Act 2) 
en Rosencrantz informs the prince that 


e javenil 
The Misse 
all) playel 
rte—thos 
yer— whic 


“There is, Sir, an aiery of children, little eyases- 
respectabl 


at ery out on the top of the question, and are most 
rannically clapped for’t; these are now the 
hion ; and so be-rattle the common stages (so they 
ll them), that many, wearing rapiers, are afraid of 
ose quills, and dare scarce come thither. 


wt at wn.—What, are they children? who maintains 
tche’s Eloff 2 how are they escoted ? Will they pursue 
shed “S e quality no longer than they can sing ?” 
> aul ofessional actors were jealous of the favor 
itiong an@™own to them at Court and elsewhere. 
e i At this period a glorious company of poets 
Queen Gd dramatists arose. Eugland became truly 
uatre,” biMland of song. The Swan of Avon sang 
endered biiong the sweetest of her dramatists. He 
ope ns the bright particular star in the midst of 
he Honewm™agnificent constellation. He regenerated 
trations od reformed the drama, breathing into it a 
ence, upomewsoul. In his works the several excellencies 
\d the ladgf all his compeers are united and inten- 
gerald, Milifed. 
, and Mi™ We find in them the eloquence of Massin- 
ne Stirrulie’? the gloomy grandeur of Forde ; the judg- 
e Little M ent of Beaumont, the fancy of Fletcher ; the 
e Identical’ ™or of Ben Jonson; the airy playfulness of 
e Son itley ; the satire of Marston ; the sweetness 
g,” by Mim Decker; the naivete of Rowley; the gravity 
vi Chapman; the earnestness of Webster ; the 
elighted alnetration of Myddelton ; the reticence of 
bbott, a0@Paniel ; the originality of Day ; the vigour of 
f hie rayton ; and the tenderness and industry of 
‘was onl homas Heywood. These were no mean men, 
sses Smitiftt their names are well-nigh forgotten. 


hey are lost in the lustre of the time. Spen- 
r and Sidney were singing the ‘ Faerie 














| Burbage to personate his noblest creations, 


and an enlightened Queen and Court to witness 
them. 
SERENE cnn 
POPULAR ACTORS.—IX. 
JOHN HENDERSON. 

Tuts actor must not be confounded with 
the extraordinary Irish genius of the same 
name, born about the same period, who was a 
learned essayist, and taught Latin at 8 and 
Greek at 12 years of age, who was as eccentric 
in his habits as he was precocious in his intel- 
lect; who turned night into day, rose in the 
afternoon and went naked to the pump and 
made the college gyps pump over him for 
several minutes, and turned into bed again, 


‘who died aged 31, the victim of his follies, in 


Pembroke College. 

Our Jolin Henderson was an eminent actor, 
born in London in 1747, he at first learnt 
painting under Fournier, an able artist, but he 
quiited him to work in the shop of a silver- 
smith, after whose death he appeared on the 
stage at Bath in 1772, as Hamlet, under the 
pseudonym of Courtney. He was greeted 
with the applause of crowded and critical aud- 
iencer, and after acquiring celebrity in pro- 
vincial companies, he presented himself before 
@ metropolitan public as Shylock, at the Hay- 
market, then under Colman’s management. 
The approbation with which he was received 
excited him to greater exertions, and he soon 
became the popular representative of Falstaff, 
Richard IIL, Pierre, &c., at Drury Lane. He 
died suddenly, November 25, 1785, of a spas- 
modic affection of the brain in his 38th year. 

When performing in Whitehead’s tragedy 
of ‘The Roman Father,’? Henderson, as it 
were showing a lightning before death, throw- 
ing into one exclamation in the character of 
Horatius, the true tragic tone of nature and 
passion, he reached the perfection of his art. 
When Valeria asks, ‘‘ What could he do, my 
lord, when three opposed him?” Henderson 
collected himself, and, with an energy of voice 
and action that struck like a thunderbolt, 
piercingly exclaimed, ‘ Die!” The tone 
vibrated long on the ear; it was never sur- 
passed, not even by the shriek of Mrs Crawford 
—‘* Was he alive?”’ Both electrified. 


R$ 


M. Fetrx and his company, with Schneider, 
will this year appear at the Princess’s Theatre, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Norice.—We beg to remind Managers and Secre- 
taries, of Amateur Clubs, we are now making a 
new list of Registered Clubs for the year, and shall 
be glad to hear from them, stating the name of 
their club, place and time of meeting, with Mana- 
ger's and secretary's names, &c., with 2s. 6d. in 
postage stamps. 

Norice.—It is requested that all advertisements be 
sent by Monday afternoon, pre-paid. 

E. Waui.—The lines are very good and truthful, 
but would be offensive to the relatives, we are 
afraid, with whom we are upon terms of intimacy. 

L. 8. D.— We must decline to advise in a matter of 
priousy. 

J. J.—Try to act at a benefit gratuitously. 

Oswin.—The outlay you mention would be £20. 

M. Wiiv.—We have no connection with the party 
you name. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines Od. 
Right . ‘ ; . ° ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ‘ ‘> : Fi : 2s. Od. 
‘Twenty ‘ ‘ a 2s. 6d. 


Across the back. ‘ . ‘ ls .extra, 
Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o'clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand, 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Agents for the sale of the 
JOURNAL, 
Vickers, 317, Strand. 
Lacy, 89, Strand. 
Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road. 
Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 
Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 
Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho. 
iloperoft, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn, 
King, Arlington Street, Islington, 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 
Potter, St. John’s Street Road. 
Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 
Dick, King’s Cross Road. 
Cox, Drury Lane. 
Bell, St. John’s Street Road. 
Shearn, 7. St. John-street, Smithfield. 
James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 
Walters, Bell-yard, Temple Bar. 
J. Bond, Stationer, 42, hell Islington. 


THEATRICAL 








Che Cheatrical  owrnal, 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9; 1870. 





THE ORIGIN OF PANTOMIME. 


IN TWO CHAPTERS.—CHAPTER I. 

PANTOMIME seems to be on the wane; there 
is little fear, however, so long as the English 
people retain their keen sense ofthe ludicrous, 
that it will become extinct; children of all 
ages must ever be amused with the drolleries 
of Clown and Pantaloon, and fascinated with 
the dancing, the buffoonery, the comic songs, 
the grotesque masks, and superb scenes of the 
introduction. In all ages mimes have’ had a 
peculiar power to please both old and young. 
The chivalric Don Quixote dismisses a troop 


of merry strollers with the remark that “ from 
childhood I was in love with the Caratula, and 
in my youth my eyes would lose themselves 
with the Farandula.”” The studious Bayle, 
we read, would hurry to the market-place to 
Punchinello, and laugh at his jokes, the plea- 
sure some still find in pantomimes,tothe an- 
noyance of their gravity, is quite natural. 
Harlequin and his mates are in England con- 
demned to almost perpetual silence, for the 
dull witticisms and slangy jokes of the Clown 
can hardly be dignified by the name of speech. 
They came to us from the genial hilarity of 
the Italian theatre, and were all the grotesque 
children of wit, whim, and satire. Why is 
this burlesque race here privileged to cost so 
much, to do so little, and to repeat that little 
so often ? ‘‘Our own pantomime,” says an 
acute critic, ‘‘ may boast of two inventions of 
its own growth; we have turned Harlequin 
into a magician, and this produces the surprise 
of sudden changes of scenery, whose splen- 
dour, fancy, and curious correctness have 
rarely been equalled, whilst a certain wit to 
the eye, mechanic wit, as it has been termed, 
has originated; as, for instance, when a 
surgeon’s shop is turned into a laundry, with 
‘ Mangling done Here’ inscribed on it.” 

Our parti-colored saltatory friend in spangles 
has been drawn out of antiquity; he was a 
Roman Mime, Harlequin is described with 
his shaven head, his sooty face, his flat, up- 
shod feet, and his patched coat of many colors. 
Even Punch has been seen in an antique 
statue of Roman manufacture; there is the 
family-likeness; the long, aquiline nose, the 
goggle eyes, the curvature of the spine and 
sternum, the protuberant chin, the pendulous 
belly, the limp legs; in short, all the character 
which so strongly mark the Punch race. 

The imi were an impudent race of 
buffoons, who were admitted into convivial 
parties, to entertain the guests; from them 
we derive the term mimetic art, and the Fools 
of the middle ages. They were even intro- 
duced into funerals, to mimic the person and 
the language of the deceased. 

The Pantomimi were tragic actors, usually 
mute; they combined with the arts of gesture, 
music, and dances of the most impressive 
character. Their silent language often drew 
tears ; ‘‘ their very nod speaks, their hands 
talk, and their fingers have a voice,” In 
England silent pantomimic language was 
carried to perfection when the great actor, 
Palmer, after building a theatre, was prohibited 
the use of his voice by the magistrates. It 
was then he powerfully affected the audience 
by the eloquence of his action in the tragic 
pantomime of ** Don Juan.” 

These Pantomimi were held in great honor; 
the tragic and comic masks were among the 
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ruaments of the sepulchral monuments of an 
reh-mime and a Panto-mime. 
reat influence over the Roman people. 
Harlequin in the Italian theatre has passed 
yrough all the vicissitudes of fortune. At 
rst he was the true representative of the 
ncient Mime, but afterwards degenerated 
nto a booby, an oaf, and a gourmond, the 
butt for a sharp-witted fellow called Brighella. 
Jnder the reforming hand of Goldoni, Harle- 
huin became a child of Nature, the delight of 
is country. Sacchi was a very celebrated 
arlequin of this class; he gave an air of 
reshness to the piece by his new sallies and 
hnexpected repartees; in his impromptus the 
earers discovered the thoughts of Seneca, 
icero, or Montaigne. In France Harlequin 
yas improved into a wit, and moralist, uniting 
aiveté with finesse ; he is the graceful hero of 
lorian’s charming compositions. 

Our English Harlequin was nationalized by 
Rich, who himself, in gesticulation and 
umour, appears to have been a 
omplete Mime ; his genius was entirely con- 
ned to Pantomime; he played Harlequin 
nder the pseudonym of Lun. He could 
escribe to the audience by his signs and ges- 
ures as intelligibly as others could express by 
words. There is a print of the triumph which 
Rich had obtained over the Muses of Tragedy 
and Comedy. Garrick, who introduced a 
speaking Harlequin, celebrated in poetry the 
ilent but powerful language of Rich. 
Bologna and Ellar were good, but silent Har- 
lequins. 

Harlequin, now, is simply a graceful dancer, 
sho occasionaly baffles Clown and Pataloon, 
assists in forming cascades, and joins with 
olumbine in a characteristic pas. The 
Italian pantomimes with their diversified 
personages, formed a _ burlesque comedy. 
Some of the finest geniuses of Italy became 
he votaries of Harlequin. One, who by 
inimitable humour became the most popular 
an in Italy, invented Pullicinello; another 
invented the character of Mezetin, the Narcis- 
sus of pantomime, who charmed by the beau- 
tiful play of his countenance, and grace of his 
figure ; crowds followed him in the streets, 
and a King of Poland ennobled him! The 
Harlequin Dominic dined at the table of Louis 
XIV. One Fiurilli, who invented Scara- 
mouch, was the amusing companion of the 
boyhood of the Grand Monarque. From him 
Moliere learnt much ; these actors were literary 
men, who wrote on their art. The Harlequin 
Cocchini wrote a treatise on the subject, and 
was ennobled by the Emperor Matthias. In 
short, the Italian Pantomime was perfection, 
and their extempore comedies marvels of wit. 
(To be continued.) 

Mr‘ BALFE is recovering trom his attack of 
bronchitis, 





They had | 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the THearrican JouRNAL. 


Mr Eprror,— Can there be any truth in 
the rumour that Mrs Wood intends to produce 
the ‘*School for Scandal” with modern 
dresses ? Are we really retrograding in 
things appertaining to the stage? Is this the 
result of ultra-refinement and eclecticism? Can 
such an anomaly be due to the spread of the 
arts? Is it for this that Garrick donned the 
sable suit of Hamlet, and discarded the bag- 
wig and satin breeches in which he used to 
clothe Prince of Denmark ?—for this that the 
great Talma broke through precedent, and 
reformed the stage by appearing as Proculus 
in a Roman toga, regardless of the jeers of 
his fellow-actors, and proud of Louise Contat’s 
unintentional comdliment, when she exclaimed 
“ Bon Dieu! look at Talma, how ridiculous 
heis! why, he has quite the air of an ancient 
statue! ”?? Can such atrocious anachronisms 
be perpetrated in these days of costume reci- 
tals, as Lady Sneerwell adjusting her chignon 
at the toilette table, and Snake sittipg in the 
same room in varnished boots and fashionable 
trowsers sipping chocolate? Do country girls 
of this period play Pope Joan with high church 
curates, and strum their fathers to sleep on an 
old spinet, after. a fox-chase ? 

Would it be fair to introduce Sir Peter now- 
a-days with a small-sword through his body, 
and a bullet lodged in his thorax? Is Trip, 
with his bags and bouquets to be a Belgravian 
Jeames? and the conversation “I vow! Ods, 
my life! O lud! Fore gad, uncle!” &c.,&c. ? 
Why, Sir, the idea is monstrous. If the prin- 
ciple is admitted, where is it to end? We 
shall next have the Bard ina chimney-pot 
hat and vest, Falstaff in a pea-coat and woollen 
comforter calling for half-and-half or bitter 
ale, Prospero dressed like the Wizard of the 
North, Ariel in high-heeled boots, and Othello 
a la Christy Minstrel ! 

The literary and critical notices in your 
Journal are esteemed for their sagacity and 
acumen; let the talent employed in these 
articles be once more raised in defence of the 
integrity and purity of the drama, and some 
good may be effected if the writers view these 
things from the same standpoint as your obe- 
dient servant, An OLD SuBscRIBER. 

——___.g—_—_—_—_— 
THE PHYSIQUE OF ACTORS. 

THovcu Barry hada fine voice, silvery, 
and capable of great expression, his great 
rival, Garrick, surpassed him in versatility, 
and Garrick had not a goodj voice. They 
were both men of genius, nearly equal, it is 
probable, in great tragic parts,—in ‘‘ Lear,” 
“ Hamlet,’ &c. Barry was five feet eleven 
inches, Garrick but five feet six, and Churchill 
wrote, 





— 


| 
| 


46 THE 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL 





‘Seated in pit, the dwarf, with straining cyes, 

Swears that tall Barry is quite out of size; 

While to six feet the vig’rous stripling grown, 

Declares that Garrick is another Coan.” 
(Coan was a dwarf of that era). Kemble, 
like Garrick, had a weak and defective 
voice, but was considered a very fine man. 
His height was five feet ten, and his demeanour 
was particularly majestic. 

Mrs Siddons was one of the most beautiful 

women of herday, and alittle abovethe middle 


height. Her voice was remarkable for tragic 
depth. Ldmund Kean, wno was very short, 


being above the aaerage stature of a woman 
by little more than an inch, had a cracked 
voice, yet it was capable of expressing pro- 
found emotion; and the lightning of his eye 
was terrific. Hazlitt expressed his opinion of 
him when he said, to witness his acting was 
to see our great poet’s plays “by flashes of 
lightning ’’—and this was effected in spite of 
limited power. Charles Kean, who was a 
plain and vulgar-looking man but for a fine 
eye, with asnub nose, bad a bad voice. He 
was two inches taller than his father, being 
just five feet six inches and a half. 

G. V. Brooke had at one time a fine voice, 
and iis elocution was splendid in vehement 
passion. There was very little music, how- 
ever, therein. He was a shade above the 
middle height, his stature being five feet nine. 
Henry Betty in heroic tragedy was well 
adapted for the stage, but his voice, in strong 
passion, became dissonant. His height is 
five feet eleven inches; and he looks even 
taller. 

Poor Leigh Murray is gone! In the 
secondary parts of the ¢érue drama he was valu- 
able, and a gentlemanly performer always met 
your view in him, His height was five feet 
len. 

Ryder has a bad voice, but is a good, rough 
actor. In such parts as the Witch in ‘ Mac- 
beth,” few can equal him. His etature is a 
little more than five feet eleven. 

Phelps has rather a mean person. His 
voice is clear enough, but not particularly 
remarkably for music. He isa degree below 
the middle beight, as he wants something of 
five feet eight. 

Miss Marriott, though she may seem com- 
paratively weak in male parts (like Miss 
Cushman), has considerable physique, and an 
expressive face. She is of medium height, 
probably above it, rather than below. 

J. LL. Warner has a good, deep voice, the 
tones of which are not unlike his mother’s. 
He is six feet high. 

Rayner has about the best voice on the 
stage, and isa little more than five feet nine 
in beight. 

Henry Marston has everything but a voice 
(though that is improved a little); possessing 





intelligence, taste, and talent; and he is five 
feet ten. Bera. 





‘ Pappy, what’s your belief ?’ said a gentle. 
man to an Irish guide, anxious to discover 
what his religion was, ‘Sure yer honour, I’m 
of my landlady’s belief.’ *,What’s that Pat ? 
he inquired. ‘Why,then, I owe her five half- 
years’ rent, and she believes that I’ll never 
pay her, and that’s my belief too.’ 

A Posrcript—George Selwvn once affirmed 
that no woman ever wrote a letter without a 
postscript. ‘ My next letter shall refute you,’ 
said Lady G. He soon after received a letter 
from her ladyship, in which, after she had 
finished it, she added, P.S.—Who was right 
now? —you or I?’ 

Reward to a Young Wife.—Samuel 
Baldwin, a gentleman of Hampshire, by his 
will in the year 1736, ordered that his body 
should be thrown into the sea beyond the 
Needles; which was accordingly carried 
into effect. His motive for this singular dis- 
posal of his remains was to disappoint his 
young wife, who had frequently declared to 
him that she would dance upon his grave. 

JupGE JEFFRIES, on the bench, once told 
an old man with a long beard that he supposed 
he had a conscience as long as his beard. 
‘Does your lordship,’ replied the man, ‘mes- 
sure consciences by beards? If so, your 
lordsbip has none at all.’ 

Derinitioys.—Rebus, to kiss one again ; 
Omnibus, to kiss them all; Blunderbuss, to 
kiss another man’s wife ; Sylla(y)bus, one lady 
kissing another. 

A Woman’s Toncur.— Put out your 
tongue a little farther,’ said a doctor to a fe- 
male patient ; ‘a little farther, if you please— 
a little farther still. ‘ Why, doctor, cried the 
gaping invalid, ‘do you think there is no end 
to a woman’s tongue ?” 

GARRICK AND STERNE.—Sterne, who used 
his wife very ill, was one day talking to Gar- 
rick in a fine sentimental manner, in praise of 
conjugal love and fidelity. ‘ The husband,’ 
said Sterne, ‘who behaves unkindly to his wife, 
deserves to have his house burnt over his 
head.’ ‘Ifyou think so,’ said Garrick, ‘I 
hope your house is insured.’ 

Aw author, reading his drama in the green- 
room, remarked that he knew nothing so 
terrible as reading a piece before a critical 


audience. An actress present said she knew 
something much more terrible than that. 
‘ What is it ?? exclaimed the author. ‘To be 


obliged to sit still and hear it,’ she replied. 
Mrs Emery, the widow of Mr John Emery, 
the well-known representative of Yorkshire 
characters, and mother of Mr Samuel Emery, of 
the Olympic, died on the 24th ult., aged 89. 
She survived her husband forty-eight years. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
YMPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
{; evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 

Street, Oxford-street. Stage Manager, Mr T. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo, Beaumont. 


MTZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
| ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


ORTH LONDON AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
CLU B—meets every Tuesday evening, at 8, at the 
SouTHGATE ArMs, Southgate-road, Islington, N.— 
Seeretary, Mr John Ford, jun., to whom all communi- 
cations should be addressed. 


OYALT Y DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
i Thursday evening at 8 at the CiuB-Room, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; ‘Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A. 
G, STODDART, 21, Arbour-street East, Commercial- 
road, Ki, 


eo DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 


or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
R. aed Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 
5.W. 


ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB(Established 1866.)—- 
This club is formed with a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the same, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry WALKER, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N. 








Mr CRrAveEN’s new comedy for the Haymarket 
has been read, and the parts distributed. 
Messrs Sothern aud Kendal,Miss M. Robertson, 
and Mrs F. Mathews, are.to sustain characters 
in it. 

THe new theatre, of which Mr H.J.Montague 
is the proprietor, is to be christened the Nell 
Gwynne; on dit that be has retained the services 
of 2,distinguished authors to write him a comedy 
and a burlesque for the opening night, and 
that Miss Neily Power wil\ sustain the principal 
partin the extravaganza. Mr Henry Irving 
has been engaged by the manager; also Miss 
Irwin, of Charing Cross Theatre, who will con- 
continue to play in * School” until his theatre 
opens, 

A CONTEMPORARY says that is reported that 
Mr Barry Sullivan has received from “ a noble 
lady ” a cheque for £10,000, to cover his losses 
at'the Holborn Theatre. 

Miss PAUNCEFoRT has been so_ severely in- 
disposed during the week, that Miss Hodson 
has been compelled to read her part in ‘* ’Twixt 
Axe and Crown.” After the run of “ ’Twixt 
Axe and Crown,” at the Queen’s, a drama will 
be produced having William III. of England 
for its hero, The character will be entrusted 
to Mr Rousby. 

Mr Dion Bovucicautt will write the libretto 
of the next opera bouffe produced at the Lyceum. 
This work is “ Le petit Faust,” by Hervé, the 
composer of * Chilpéric.” 

Mr H. J. Byron goes to the Adelphi shortly, 
in a new play of his own. 

Mr GIOVANNELLI announces a Valentine Ball 
at Highbury Barn on the 14th inst. 





Mrs G. SypNry announces her benefit for 
Friday next at the Royal Alfred. A most 
varied entertainment is promised. Mr J. L. 
Toole is announced to appear. 

Mr J. S. CLARKE appeared last . Saturday 
evening at the Strand Theatre as Dr, Pangloss, 

THe Prince and Princess of Wales visited 
Drury Lane Theatre on Friday. 

Our readers will regret to hear that, owing 
to an accident, Miss Neilson has been compelled 
temporarlily to suspend her performance of 
Mary Betton in “ Unele Dick’s Darling.” The 
part during her absence, has been read by Miss 
Rignold. Miss Neilson is now recovering, and 
will, we hope, be able to resume her imperso- 
nation. 


HoLtoway's PrLts.—TFhe most beneficial 
medicine.—Disease in the multifarious forms in 
which it assails mankind, generally has its 
origin in some impurity, some irregularity of 
action, some overstrain of the vital forces or 
contagivus matters. Nothing has yet equalled 
the efficacy of these balsamic pills in checking 
disease in, and restoring vigour to the body. 
They root out all the impurities from the 
blood, and regulate and invigorate every organ. 
Immense care is taken to secure the genuine 
preparation to the public, that no disappoint- 
ment may be caused to all seeking health by 
Holloway’s Pills. Their composition and care- 
ful packing prevents the impairment of their 
virtue by time, sea voyage, or climate, 
They never gripe or cause avy inconvenience. 





Stage Scenery, Dresses, and Appointments. 
ATKINS AND TIETJEN supply the above and 
every requisite for PRIVATE THEATRICALS, DRA- 

MATIC ENTERTAINMENTS, &c., on very Moderate Terms. 
---Address: 12, New Gloucester-street, Hoxton, N. 





REAT BARGAIN, for £5 only, Mr C, ST. 

JOHN’S most useful Theatrical Wardrobe, to be 

seen at his residence, 68, Church-road, Essex-road, Is- 
lington, N 





Something New for Albums. 


““ The Shakspeare Carte de Proverbe.’’—(Copyright). 
EARLY 700 choice proverbs from the plays of 
Shakspeare in a_ series of Photographic Cartes 
(same size as Carte de Visite), each containing about 50 
proverbs with references and portrait series, No. 1, now 
ready, price one shilling, postfree for 13 stamps. 
Lacy, Theatrical Bookseller, 89, Strand, London, W.C. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performe 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume, A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind tbe address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street, 


TO AMATEURS, 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN, 


| ae brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure ti 
comfort and enjoyment of Visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. ~ 
Admission throughont the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





SADLER'S WELLS THEATRE. 
Sole Lessee, Mr ROBERT EDGAR. 
HE management has much pleasure in stating that he has been enabled to effect an engagement with MIS 

MARRIOTT, the eminent tragedienne, for six night longer, being most positively her last appearance in Lond 
this season. By desire Miss Marriott will appear in her great representation of “ Jeanie Deans,” 

On Monday, February 7, the great drama of JEANIE DEANS; or The Sisters of St. Leonards. Jeanie Dean 
Miss Marriott ; Effie Deans, Mrs M. Eburne ; Margery Murdochson, Mrs E. F. Edgar; Queen Caroline, 
Fitzgerald ; Madge Wildfire, Miss Somers ; David Deans, Mr James Johnstone ; John Dunbie, Laird o’ Dumbi 
dykes, Richard Edgar ; Duke of Argyle, Mr Ford; Mr Fairbrother, Mr E, Phelps. ‘To conclude with th 
SECRET. 

To commence with a comedy in which Mr Newbound and Mrs E, Eburne will appear. 








OYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS, and N'Y FARCE—Tur Dirtomatist OvTWwITTe 
ALEXANDRA ‘THEATRE, Islington.—Sole | |Y  ‘* Would play well, provided it be smartly acted 








Proprietor, Mr GLOVANNELLI. -eeeee We recommend the farce, especially to amatem 
GRAND BAL D’OPERA on St. Valentine’s Day, | in search of novelty,”’—Vide Press, On Sale at LACY' 

February, Mth, on a scale of great magnificence. The | 89, Strand. KEM 

Shadow’Dance with the electric light, an immense effect. 

Danced by the whole of the characters. Admission : ee MR 

Ladies, 2s ; Gentlemen, 3s 6d. , OTICE.—Ready on the Ist Manon, Price 2d., NyggPetforn 
Entire change of performance in the theatre. Mr E. lof the THEATRICAL GUIDE, and will Hggcasion | 


Giovannelli as Wormwood (by express desire). 

The performance will commence with the screaming 
comedietta, FAMILY JARS. Messrs C. Steyne, 
Mordaunt, Campbell,"A. Vivian, Miss M. Stafford, and 
Miss Reynolds. After which, the side-splitting farce 


published on the Ist and 15th of every month, contain Mr W. 
ing the programmes of Covent Garden, Drury Landifdebut o 
Haymarket, Olympic, Globe.! Adelphi, Gaiety, This g 
James's, Queen’s, Strand, Charing Cross, Astley’s, an d 8 
ve TTERY TICKET. Mr Gice hi, & Surrey Theatres.—Order at once, as an immense degg*teuou 
of THE LOTTE! CKET. Mr Giovannelli, &c. | mand'is expected for them. Published by H. HALL, liggception 

Reduction in prices. Admission to everything, 6d ; Willington-road, Stockwell, and sold by all booksellenfmattends 
balcony, 1s; stalls, 1s 6d. Doors open at seven, com- Charges for advertisements in the THEATRICAIBHad M 





mence at half-past. GUIDE :—One Page, 10s 6d ; half do., 6s ; quarter do 
a - mo grand hall at -_ phe 0 4 skeet 3s 6d; or fourpence a line of $ words, Advertiansel hic " 
en on Sunday for promenade by refreshment ticket. | must be sent before Saturdav el ’ 
SPRCTAL HOTICE.—Tn preperation, and witt bo (ee 2 ett Settee, Satartng, 20th inat, have 1 
ag on Saturday, Feb. 19th, the beautiful drama by althoug 


M. Morton, Esq., entitled, ALLTHAT GLITTERS | Myddelton Hall, Upper Street, Islington. which 


is NOT GOLD, in which Miss Eliza Hamilton will TH ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
’ . Z * y + OU De N BALL Valen: ted th 
make her first appearance this eae ga e : 17 tine’s Night, under the direction of Mr J, ' ti . f 
Stage-manager, Mr J. Mordaunt; chef d’orchestra, | 7#RALE Single. Tickets, 4s; Double do. 7a os lous f 
* $ ’ ’ ” 37 


W. Lipyear; and Acting-manager, Mr A. Vivian. —_| cluding light refreshments the whole evening. Appi he was 
i } : cations to be addressed—Mr J. T. HEALE, 3, Corp certain 
Amateur Entertainments. ration-row, St John-street-road, Clerkenwell. well. 
ISS KATE DUDLEY (of the New Royalty and ] - — affectex 
Greenwich Theatres) is now at liberty for chamber- UC gr EK TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Bakefifas the 
niaids, boys, and light comedy. For] terms and dates | 4! 





Street—A PORTRAIT MODEL of TROP rab} 
address, 230, Euston-road, N.W. MANN is now added ‘amongst innumerable relics. T bi y, 
lee - | actual KNIFE of the original GUILLOTINE used fe third ¢ 
Amateurs’ Stage,—8s.? per week. the decapitation of Louis XVI., Marie Antoinett charge 
O AMATEURS.—A Large Hall, capable of holding Robespierre, and 22,000 persons of the best and worl Drews! 
800 persons, can be had for one night a week. ‘The blood in France. ligent: 


Admission, 1s8.; children under ten, 6d.; Chambelil feature 


, Sane 5) ved 
stage, scenery, and gas, forms everything for £20 a year. | 1» Horrers, 64 








This price will suit, 4 Clubs, at £5 h, f fi 

cach Club to have éne Right month, "2°" "| Open from eloven am. tll ve, and from seven til ne nn: 

NOTICE.—On Wednesday evening, a meeting will ten p.m. of th 
be held at 8, Winchester Hall, Winchester-street, Pen- . L a 
tonville-road, King’s Cross, to form one large Club, to ADAME TUSSAUD’S EX HIBIT ION Stagey 
be called the WINCHESTER CLUB. i BAKER STREET.—On view Portrait modem he mal 
A PARTNER wanted, with £300; part laid out in| ofthe late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., MADAMIM Othell 
Building Gallery, The rent is only £10. GRISI taken from life in the character of NORMAM earnes 
Fs Admission, Ass ee under ten years of age, 6 deman 

SES Site ves ~~ m i 

St. George’s Theatre, Langham Place. nimi iatetd ar 5 -_ ore At Pu Pa that w 





N R AUGUSTUS GLOVER, Leading Character were { 
Dialect,and principal Bulesque Actor, (of the Princess |, Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’cloti 


and New ry ae umig &c.) continues to prepare 2 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. free fr 
Ladies and Gentlemen for the Theatrical Profession . 

- * | To be had, by order, in any ofthe Provincial Towns. i 
y+ oh: gaan attended in town and country. | an contaumplantionn for the Editor to be forwarded to ti me 


Privter, 335, Strand, W.0., (opposite Yomerset House wit a 





